CHAPTER  XVII

THE despatches which Canouville had left at Giudad Rodrigo
reached Massena, as I have said, at Guarda, just when he was
making arrangements to hold the upper Tagus; and instead
of going on at once with his movement, he wasted some days in
replying to these letters of two months ago. This delay was
injurious to us, for the enemy took advantage of it to bring
up his troops, and attack us at Guarda. We repulsedl him
here, and so in the other partial combats which Masseiia
sustained while awaiting the officers whom he had sent to
Alcantara. On learning from their report that it would be
impossible to feed the army in a country devoid of resources,
Massena's will had at last to yield before accumulated obstacles,
aggravated by the opposition of the generals and. the
destitution of the troops; and it was decided to return to
Spain. Still, however, the commander-in-chief delayed, and
Wellington profited by a false move on the part of Reynier
to attack him at Sabugal. The fight was undecisive,- but
we lost two or three hundred more men in a glorious but
useless engagement.

Next day, April 1, the army crossed the frontier and
encamped on Spanish territory. It still included more than
45,000 effectives, and had sent more than 10,000 sick and
wounded to Rodrigo and Salamanca. We had entered
Portugal with 60,000 combatants, besides the division of the
9th corps which had joined us. During this long campaign,
therefore, we had lost about 10,000 men killed, dead of illness,
and prisoners.

[} So one has to render repom&e?'; but, seeing that as a matter of
fact, the French were forced to evacuate Guarda, the words evidently do-
not correspond accurately in meaning.]reviewing the guard in  the  Place  du  Carrousel,  noticed                     \
